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My Mother’s Eyes 
My mother’s eyes have all the colors of the spectrum 

They’re blue as the sky, green with envy, red when angered. 

Black when in defense of a cause, brown like warm fuzzies 

when she loves her cat, and has yellow shafts of light that 

compete with sunbeams when she smiles.  

 

My mother’s eyes have read John 3:16 that she could 

verbalize to us, followed a recipe to make our favorite dessert, 

watched us walk down the aisle and dissected our being 

when caught in a half truth. 

 

I’m now my mother’s eyes. The contact lens. I drive the car 

read the papers, thread the needles, pick out change at 

the register, and sign on the dotted line. 

I’m the clarity for eyes losing their optical symmetry. 

 

It is quoted, “Eyes are the windows to your soul.” 

… I hope my eyes reflect the mirrored image of the life 

that has been in my mother’s eyes.  

 

 —- Becky Ivan Leech 

Mother’s Day is May 8th !!! 

2022 Pentecost Offering— 

Turning Struggle into Steadfastness 

GROW + PRAY + DANCE + LOVE + SERVE  

Sundays May 29th and June 5th 

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of God , because 

you know that in God your labor is never in vain.  1 Corinthians 15:58 

A special offering in support of the new church movement in our region and across the Chris-

Ɵan Church (Disciples Of Christ). 
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Thank you to the Family of Roger Carlson for the new handrails in 

our sanctuary, in memory of Roger.  All that use them will be 

thankful, and safe! 

Thank you  SO MUCH!  4-12-22 

Dear 15th Ave. ChrisƟan Church, 

Thank you so much for your hygiene dona-
Ɵons for our Frances Willard Students. 
These items are so important to not only 
our students’ physical well-being, but also 
emoƟonally. SomeƟmes it is hard to under-
stand what a luxury it is to have deodorant 
or a toothbrush. So again, thank you for 
helping our students feel good coming to 
school.  

Blessings, Frances Willard Staff 

Thank you for all of your donations of the L & 
F dollars for our special Outreach drive. Your 
generosity is appreciated .                                            
   The Outreach Committee 
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Happy Easter! Wasn’t it wonderful to have a big celebration again? So many people have com-
mented how much they appreciated hearing the brass and timpani, which lifted their spirits in praise 
of God. 
 
I am very thankful that with such small numbers in choir (7 on a good day) and with the voluntary 
help of Susan Runyon, we have been able to maintain a choir to also help us praise God eve-
ry Sunday. The Bell choir continues to provide amazing music and Jesse Andereck lightens our 
hearts with his solos. 
 
I am very hopeful that we will have Music Camp again this summer. I have talked to two local 
youth musical/choir directors, but unfortunately they are in demand this summer and don’t have the 
time available for us. They each have offered recommendations for directors to do the job, so I’m 
confident we will find someone in time. The weeks we are looking at are either June 20-26, July 11
-17, or July 18-24. Look for registration forms in the June newsletter. Volunteers to help with lead-
ing groups, art and craft time, recess, and lunch will be needed, so check your calendars! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Sheila Doak, Music Director  

“Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper! You have turned my mourning into 
dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, so that my soul may praise you 
and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever.”  - Psalm 30:10-12  
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Pastor’s Corner 

May is a month of great change!  Out my way, there are new calves, apple blossoms just waiting to show off, 
and so much more! There is new life all around us at this time of the year. Many of us have been waiting for warmer 
weather and the chance to increase our outdoor activities. This is the time to get back out there for mowing and gar-
dening and doing the yard work that has been building up over the long winter. We can feel the Spring season slow-
ly emerging from slumber. The days are longer and the air seems to be full of hope and promise.  

A few years ago, as I was moving from full-time work to full-time schooling, a friend recommended a book 
titled Transitions by William Bridges. This author makes a convincing case that transitions in our lives can present 
us with some of our best growth opportunities. On the other hand, we human beings don’t necessarily like spending 
time in an “in-between” state; that feeling of being off-balance and outside our comfort zone. Bridges says there are 
three states in the transitions we experience in our lives: orientation, disorientation, and then reorientation. Some-
thing big like the pandemic can bring disorientation to an individual and to a whole society. 

Bridges’ second chapter resonated for me, as it explored the psychology of being in an unsettled state… after 
something has ended and before something new has become evident to us. He says that that awkward and uncom-
fortable middle state can actually be an important catalyst, a crucible, the birthplace of something new and better, if 
only we can learn to let go of whatever old phase may be outdated. The reality seems to be that many of us view 
transitions as temporary obstacles which are disrupting our “normal” and we fervently hope that the unwelcome in-
terruption will soon go away. For Bridges, these times of transition are actually prime times for personal develop-
ment.  

Our culture tells us that problems are to be dispensed with as soon as possible, but this author taught that 
problems can be signals to us that important life transitions are knocking on our doors. He writes, “Transition is 
simply the way in which one’s life moves on and unfolds.”  He suggests that many people find the liminal transition 
period overly threatening to what they have come to know as stability, so they resist letting go of the old, comforta-
ble, way in their life and avoid actively watching for the new way that is trying to be born.  

While this author insists that our life transitions can take a toll on us – physically, mentally, and emotionally, 
he also says that we can only move into exciting new possibilities by being aware of, and receptive to, that stormy in
-between period. Each new beginning comes to fruition after an ending and a period of waiting. Here in the Mid-
west, the very seasons bear witness that endings, transition periods, and new possibilities are always unfolding. The 
cycles of nature can be a gentle reminder from God to us that what we might view as a fallow or stressful period 
might be an integral part of moving us into a new season of possibility. Happy Spring, and may God bless you abun-
dantly in this season of hope!  

 
Pastor Mike 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

Join us for Sunday Worship  

9:30am 

 Rummage Sale 
Our  Annual  Rummage  Sale  will  be  June  17  and 
June  18.    You may  bring  your  treasures  starƟng 
May 1st. The elevator will be open for drop off.  If 
furniture is involved you will need to be prepared 
to pick it up if it doesn’t sell. 
QuesƟons should be directed to Marcia Swanson 
309 755 6889 or Steve Sheese 309 738 0545. 

May Birthdays 

1  Rick Miers 

14  Aaron Flemming 

15  Judie Holmer 

18  Alice Lyons 

22  Grace Carlson 

23  Kim Miers 

          May Anniversaries 

5/1 Gene and Sally Bartosh 

5/25 Bob and Annie Bloomer 

April Attendance 

April 3  34 

April 10  44 

April 17  (Easter)  62 

April 24  37 

Please see the Calendar at 

the end of the Bell for Serving 

Elders, Serving  & Preparing 

Deacons, Fellowship Hosts, 

and Flowers scheduling. 

Profit & Loss Report 

1st Quarter 2022 

Income  $31,872.50 

Expenses  $22,812.84  

Net Income  $  9,059.66 

JUNE BELL 

Bell arƟcles for the June 

Bell are due by May 23rd.  

We hope to have a cleanup / fixup day at the church in the 
coming weeks. Please stay tuned for more informaƟon, and 
please consider helping us with cleaning, organizing, and 
working on small projects. Thanks in advance! 
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Our Good Friday 
Labyrinth in the   
Fellowship Hall. A 
Ɵme of prayer! 

 

 Eastertide 

Eastertide or Paschaltide is a festal season in the 
liturgical year of Christianity that focuses on cele-
brating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It begins 
on Easter Sunday, which initiates Easter Week in 
Western Christianity, and Bright Week in Eastern 
Christianity. Wikipedia  
The color for April 17—June 4 is WHITE. 

Easter Thank You- 

A BIG thank you to those who purchased Easter lilies for the sanctuary. To Sheila & Steve, thank 

you for all the beauƟful music, for all your planning and hard work. It’s always wonderful to have 

the Bells playing in our worship. A special thanks to our guest musicians on Easter Sunday: 

Ben McKay—trumpet 
Bill Sterba—trumpet 
Thomas Knowles—trombone 
Matt Ries—trombone /  euphonium 
Megan Cooney—timpani 
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May 2022 
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Elders Prayer Update Bell EdiƟon 

 

“The Lord is my portion; I have promised to keep Your words 
I sought Your favor with all my heart; Be gracious to me according to Your word.” 

Psalm 119: 57-58 
Please keep these family, friends and caregivers in your daily thoughts and prayers.  

 Let them know they are not forgoƩen while we are apart. 
 Consider a phone call or send a card to tell them they are missed and loved. 

Gail has serious infected wounds on her leg. This week they are beginning infusion treatments. (Gene & Sally) 
Mona Mlekush is at Trinity West RI had a toe removed due to injury. (Ron, Alice, Sandy & family) 

Karen has brain tumor. (neighbor to PaƩy Pearsall) 
Peggy Doak (Sheila Doak's mom) 

Barb Hanson (family) 
Jeff Mix (Marilyn & family) 
Pat (Lori & Jim Bickford) 

Cara (friend of Diane Block) 
Mike (Kathi, Jeff and family) 

Dorothy Coulson (Diane) 
David & Sonya Geenen 
Lois (Weston's friend) 

Jessica Borland (Swanson's) 
Bob Bloomer (Annie & family) 

Michelle (Don & Kathy) 
Wm. “Bill” Mockmore (Judie, Bill and family) 

Alice Lyons (family) 
Cathy Wilson (Lisa & family) 
Wanda (Kathy & Don's friend) 

David O'Melia (Jeannie & family) 
C.D. Thompson (Family) 
Sarah T. Julie (cancer) 

Sharon D. (Bartosh's neighbor)  
 Beverly Ducey (Jim & family) 

Bob, David and Jane (Kathy & Don) 
Vickie Andereck (Jesse & Melba) 

Ron Lyons (Alice, Sandy, Mona and Margaret) 
Kent Christensen (Kathy & Don) 

Jo (Kathy & Don) 
Judy (Kathy & Don) 

Gabriel (friend of Westons) 
Tim M. (Jan & Roy)      
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As the Ɵme for the John Deere Classic approaches, we have a new opƟon for supporƟng our 
church. The Birdies for Charity Program now includes “FiŌeenth Avenue ChrisƟan Church” 
with a “Charity ID” of 2322. You can find more informaƟon and donate on the web site at: 
hƩps://birdiesforcharity.com/ .  

One hundred percent of all donaƟons to #2322 plus a bonus will come to 15th Avenue Chris-
Ɵan Church.  If you have any quesƟons please call Lynne Sheese at (309)738-0634. 

See the next page for the pledge form. 

58 days and counting 
until the John Deere 
Classic 
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